
                                  

Dig a pit to get free sapling for plantation drive 
02 June 2019 
 

 

Lucknow: ‘No pit, no plant’ will be one of the base rules to ensure probity in 

state government’s plantation drive this year as it plans to distribute 15 crore 

saplings free of cost to farmers, MNREGA job card holders and beneficiaries of 

various central government schemes like Saubhagya, PMAY, Swachh Bharat 

Abhiyan, Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana and Ujjwala Yojana among others. The 

government scheme beneficiaries will have to plant at least five trees each. 

Each state nursery sapling costs minimum Rs 7, hence giving away 15 crore 

saplings free will cost around Rs 105 crore to the  state exchequer. Since it 

involves huge expenditure, the departments that distribute saplings will 

ensure fairness and set accountability by recording sapling given free. Besides, 

the beneficiaries will have to dig pits and produce a document signed     by an 

officer certifying the same to collect free saplings. This year, UP has set the 

most ambitious plantation target ever — planting 22 crore trees in 2019-20. 

Inaugurating Van Mahotsav, a week-long annual plantation drive from July 1 

to July 7 at Kukrail reserve forest on Monday, forest minister Dara Singh 

Chauhan said 22 crore trees will be planted on August 15. 



Out of 22 crore trees, forest department will plant seven crore on forest land, 

while remaining 15 crore will be planted by 23 other departments collectively. 

The trees planted during Van Mahotsav will be over and above the 22 crore 

target. Rural development department has been assigned plantation of 10 

crore saplings. 

Gram Rozgar Sewaks, who are appointed on contract by government at Gram 

Panchayat level for smooth implementation of MNREGA, will work as ‘tree 

guardian’ to oversee plantation drive and monitor the growth and survival of 

trees for a year. 

Panchayats and urban local bodies will be geo-tagged to check status of 

plantation. Yogi government has been setting 

 ambitious targets as it aims to increase state’s green cover from 9.1% to 15%. 

In 2018, 11.2 crore trees were planted against six crore in 2017. 

Source:https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/dig-a-pit-to-get-

free-sapling-for-plantation-drive/articleshow/70032687.cms 
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