Forest staff deployed in Nilgiris to
protect Neelakurinji plants

The blooming of the Strobilanthes species, believed to be Strobilanthes kunthiana has
been reported from two parts of the Nilgiris — near Udhagamandalam and Kotagiri,

officials said
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located on the side of a road, and that people, as long as they do not disturb the area, were free

to take pictures there.







Strobilanthes kunthiana popularly known as ‘Neelakurinji' is now in bloom after 12 years at Nilgiris forest division. |
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People have also been warned against plucking the flowers. Officials stated that local
residents near the site in Ooty, claimed that the last gregarious flowering of the speciesin the
area was in 2012, which could possibly point to the species being Strobilanthes kunthiana.

The forest department has not yet collected any specimens from the site, but are considering
doing so, as part of their initiative to help propagate the species in their venture to restore
native grasslands in the Nilgiris.

Local conservationists stated that the forest department should begin making records of the
occurrence of Strobilanthes species in the district, so that they can be compared in
subsequent years to ascertain whether the species ranges were contracting or were
remaining stable.

“There have also been instances in the past, where government departments have pushed
ahead with infrastructure work within areas where the species were located. These records
could help ensure that such loss of habitat to developmental works are prevented,” said the
conservationist.
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