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Jaipur: The forest department has introduced updated guidelines
to enhance the active participation of local communities in forest,
wildlife, and biodiversity conservation. These revisions aim to
strengthen the management of forests, govt lands, community
lands, and protected areas, building upon previous state orders
issued over the years.

The new guidelines make it mandatory for Joint Forest
Management Committees (JFMCs) and Ecological Development
Committees (EDCs) to register under Rajasthan Societies
Registration Act, 1958. This process will follow recommendations
from the deputy forest conservator of the concerned area.

A senior official said, “The names, objectives, and structures of these committees, including general and executive
bodies, as well as sub-committees such as women’s sub-committees, will be guided by the updated orders.
These state orders will now be referred to as memorandum of association."

In accordance with the Rajasthan Societies Registration Act, 1958, these committees will be required to submit an
annual list of members to the Registrar of Societies.

“Any amendments to their rules, regulations, or guidelines must be submitted to the Registrar within fifteen days
of certification. The power to make changes to the committees' regulations rests with the state govt,” added the
official.
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Additionally, the guidelines stipulate that these committees are prohibited from buying, selling, or mortgaging
immovable property. They cannot apply for loans or engage in activities that fall outside their stated objectives. In
case of any violations, legal actions will be taken in accordance with Rajasthan Societies Registration Act, 1958.
Moreover, JFMCs must adhere strictly to the instructions outlined in the 'Joint Forest Management Committee's
Participation in Forest Department Activities and Services Order 2023'. The updated guidelines have come into
effect immediately upon issuance.

We also published the following articles recently

Min orders to reclaim Rs 700-cr forest land in KR PuraForest minister Eshwar Khandre has instructed officials to
reclaim 22.8 acres of forest land in KR Pura, Bengaluru East. Initially allocated for tree plantations in 1999-2000,
the land remained unused and partially encroached upon. Officials are now working to evict encroachers and
reclaim the area.113534502
Committee to probe illegal lopping, pollarding of treesThe National Green Tribunal has established a joint
committee to investigate claims of illegal tree lopping and pollarding in Paschim Vihar, West Delhi. The
committee includes officials from the Union environment ministry and local pollution control boards. They have
been given two months to submit their report on the matter.113676490
Guidelines issued for delimitation of wardsThe state delimitation commission has announced guidelines for ward
delimitation in local self-government institutions. This process will be carried out in three phases: grama
panchayats, municipalities and corporations first; block panchayats second; and district panchayats third. The
total number of wards will rise from 21,900 to 23,612 based on the 2011 census population data.113638263


