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Leave forest dept out of conversion process: Goa
INC
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Panaji: The Goa Chamber of Commerce and Industry (GCCI) along with Credai-Goa have appealed to govt to stop
referring sanad applications to the forest department to reduce delays and ensure ease of doing business. Citing
a Supreme Court verdict on the issue, the two industry bodies said that the decision has to be taken at the

collector’s level.
North Goa collector Sneha Gitte has been sending sanad applications to the forest department to verify if the
land belongs to govt or if it is classified as private forest. The process usually takes a month for verification if there

are no delays.

“You are kindly requested to issue required directions to all the collectors in the true sense of ease of doing
business,” said the representation to revenue secretary Sandip Jacques.

Credai and the GCCl said that the private forest reports prepared by the S M Sawant committee and later by the
Hemant Karapurkar committee are in the public domain. The review committee under the chairmanship of the
chief conservator of forest has also reviewed the six-part final reports on private forests prepared by the Thomas
and Araujo committee.

“The details of property survey numbers marked as private forest are in the public domain and can be verified by
the collectors instead of seeking clarification from the forest department,” said a GCCI official.

Supreme Court had restrained Goa govt from issuing zone change conversion and sanad certificates for plots
larger than 1 hectare with tree cover. However, it lifted the stay order on Jan 1 this year. The GCCIl and Credai say
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that despite the apex court order, the collectors continue to ask the forest department to check tree cover and
plot size.



