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NGT questions govt on forest fires, seeks answers
on recurring blaze incidents

Sep 25,2024,11.07 PM IST

Dehradun: Taking cognisance of a report published in TOI about the unabated wildfire proliferating across
Uttarakhand, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) issued a notice to the state govt and the Union ministry of
environment, forest and climate change (MoEF&CC) in May regarding the issue of forest fires and sought a
response on the plans formulated to deal with this disaster. The NGT found that this disaster occurs annually and
causes immense damage to forests and the environment. However, despite seeking extension during the
previous hearing, no report has been presented before the green tribunal thus far.

The news report highlighted forest fires raging in Nainital district. The situation escalated and the Indian Air Force
had to deploy a helicopter to douse the flames using water from Bhimtal lake. NGT had said the case is registered
suo motu on the basis of the TOI report ‘IAF helicopter roped in to douse fire in Nainital as situation worsens in

Uttarakhand district' on April 27.

NGT bench comprising Justice Prakash Shrivastava, Justice Arun Kumar Tyagi and expert member Afroz Ahmad
had said the TOI report elucidated that 31 new incidents of wildfire were reported across the state, resulting in

devastation of 33.3 hectares of forest land.

On July 19, the counsel representing the state had requested additional time to provide comprehensive
information concerning the preventive measures and the proposed actions to mitigate forest fires. He had also
sought an extension to furnish detailed information regarding the environmental damage and forest destruction
that occurred during the recent forest fire, as well as the environmental management and afforestation

measures to be undertaken by the state.
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Furthermore, the MoEF&CC counsel had informed that it is the responsibility of the state administration to
manage forest fires. However, when questioned if the ministry has a role to play in this disaster that occurs every
year, destroying vast tracts of forest and biodiversity, the counsel requested time to file a detailed affidavit.

At the hearing on Sep 23, the state informed the NGT that a case pertaining to the protection of forest
environment, ecology and wildlife from forest fires has been pending with the Supreme Court since 2019.

The NGT has now directed the state to submit details of the pending case in the SC and has scheduled the case

for next hearing on Jan 16, 2025.



