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Shivamogga: Following an inconclusive public hearing regarding
tree felling for road widening on NH-169A between Thirthahalli
and Agumbe, environmentalists are gearing up to take legal
action to safeguard the pristine forest patch.

The national highway authorities have commenced land clearing,
leaving some trees standing near Nalur village, despite opposition.

The meeting at the Megaravalli Range Forest office, attended by
environmentalists and locals, discussed the removal of 375 trees.
However, forest and national highway officials failed to provide a
resolution.

The Green Lives Shivamogga Trust opposed the tree felling, insisting on the need for a deposit to create a new
forest before the removal of trees. Although MLA Araga Jnanendra assured the construction of the road,
environmentalists felt their concerns were not being taken seriously by the forest department.

Activists accuse national highway officials of employing devious methods, such as loosening soil around tree
roots at Nalur to create the impression that trees are uprooting themselves. They intend to bring this matter to
the attention of higher courts.

Speaking to TOI, Sahadev Shivapur stated that activists will approach the high court and convey the disastrous
method of national highway.
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Along the Shivamogga and Sagar highway, thousands of trees have been debarked for counting purposes,
raising concerns about the impact of the four-lane road on the traveller-friendly forest line. Activists are
dissatisfied with the forest department's hasty sanctioning of the project, allegedly disregarding rules.

The forest department, in collaboration with NH authorities, marked 4,000 trees in Choradi, Kumsi, Tuppur, and
Konehosuru villages.

Environmentalists expressed concern, stating that a colonial method was used to mark the trees by removing
stems at the proposal stage.

Sagar sub-division divisional forest officer Mohan Kumar announced that a public hearing meeting would be
held soon.


